






















site's stratigraphy and distribution across the landscape. Phase I testing at the site will have 
revealed the presence of intact cultural material and the site's potential to significantly 
contribute to the history of this area in order to warrant additional investigation. 

Research Design 

The data generated by excavations at the historic site(s) will be used to examine at least 
three broad topics: (1) settlement patterns and land distribution; (2) architecture; and (3) 
subsistence practices. Insights into changing patterns of community organization may also be 
gained, as may insights into changes in social organization and subscription to mass-produced 
goods. The data recovered will then be compared with that from other regional sites. 

1. Settlement Patterns and Land Distribution. The mitigation of historic sites 
requires the study of patterns of settlement by the pioneers who came to Illinois. The 
types of sites, their location, number and distribution, all provide important 
information on early settlement patterns and how they influenced later land 
development and settlement. In order to understand these settlement patterns, detailed 
artifact and archival info1mation is required to determine the age, type, and function 
of specific sites. In addition, data indicating when specific features originated and any 
transformations in function through time is also needed. Inter- and intra-spatial 
orientation of structures and features must also be studied. 

2. Architecture. Building techniques and architectural forms can reflect ethnic identity, 
stylistic concerns, economic status, and the relative availability of local and imported 
construction materials. Intact structures dating from the era of earliest Euro-American 
settlement are comparatively scarce, as many buildings have been abandoned, 
dismantled, or otherwise destroyed and/or replaced by more recent construction. 
Early structures are generally poorly documented and specific details regarding their 
construction are not available. Intact subsurface remains provide information on 
dwelling size and shape and details of cellar and footing construction. The 
distribution of hardware, wood, glass, and other structural items within and around 
the foundation fill offers clues to the appearance of the superstructure. Exposure and 
detailed mapping of complete foundations is necessary to document the size, 
orientation, and shape of the dwelling. The construction materials employed need to 
be identified along with their likely places of origin. Measured plan views, profiles, 
and photographs of structural features will provide details on construction techniques. 
Horizontal and vertical provenience data on other structural remains will aid in the 
interpretation of aspects of the building superstructure. 

3. Subsistence. Subsistence in early Euro-American farmsteads was based largely on 
foods produced directly for household consumption. With limited transportation 
systems and access to processed flour, wheat was an important crop. Water-powered 
gristmills were among the earliest important industries. Hogs were important sources 
of meat, cattle provided milk and butter, and chickens were commonly kept for eggs. 
Fruit trees and vegetable gardens were also important sources of food on many 
nineteenth century farms. In addition to these homegrown foods, wild plants and 
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animals supplemented the diet. Deer, various small game mammals fish waterfowl 
' ' ' and wild turkey were common, along with wild nuts and fruits , which were 

seasonally available. Flotation samples taken from feature contexts should provide 
abundant evidence of subsistence. Identification of carbonized and uncarbonized 
plant remains will document the range of wild, domestic, and exotic plant species 
present. Wild, domesticated, and imported animal resources will be identified through 
the analysis of faunal remains recovered from flotation samples, as well as larger 
specimens recovered through standard excavation procedures. 

Mitigation Plan 

Investigations will be conducted in compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966, as amended, and will be carried out by IT ARP archaeologists who meet the 
Secretary of the Interior' s professional qualifications standards (48-FR-447838-9). In 
designing and carrying out the work, IT ARP staff will also take into account the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation' s publication on the "Treatment of Archeological 
Properties." 

Standard ITARP methods (as outlined in the !TARP Field Manual 2005) will be employed in 
all aspects of the data recovery. The investigation of previously identified histmic Euro­
American sites will generally parallel that outlined for the prehistoric resources in Appendix 
A, with the following exceptions. A standard controlled surface collection grid (generally 
comprised of 1 Ox 1 Om collection units) will also be used, where possible, as the basis for a 
gridded metal detector survey to recover that class of artifacts. These individual grid cells 
will also fonn the parameters for subsequent machine-aided excavation units, which will be 
removed in an incremental fashion to increase the artifact sample from the site. Experience 
indicates that a significant percentage of the historic artifacts from a given site are located in 
the plow zone and this material, if collected systematically, can provide information about 
the location of activity loci that are generally not represented by subsurface features (i.e. 
barnyard activities). 

Given this type of systematic plow zone sampling approach, hand excavated units will be 
used more sparingly on 19th century historic period sites, because intact subsurface deposits 
are generally rare outside the limits of subterranean facilities. Thus, adequate artifact samples 
can typically be derived from surface collection, metal surveys, feature excavation, and 
systematically collected, standard sized machine excavation blocks. However, more rigorous 
plow zone and A-Horizon sampling, including dry or water screening and bulk flotation 
sample collection, will be undertaken on sites believed to be attributable to historic Indian, 
French, and very early British/American period components to amass adequate samples and 
recover micro-artifacts, such as glass beads. 

Due to the large size of many historic cellars and the extremely deep nature of some water 
collection facilities, standard IT ARP excavation protocols allow these features to be sampled 
as opposed to completely excavated. The cellars will be excavated in quarters (similar to 
prehistoric structures) so that both the long and short axis profiles can be mapped and 
documented. Deeper features, such as wells and cisterns, will typically only be sampled to a 
reasonable depth (ca. one to two meters) because their absolute limits often cannot be 
established through hand excavation given personal safety considerations. The overall depths 
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of these features may be assessed through additional hand probing or machine trenching once 
the hand-excavated samples have been removed. Such sampling strategies, however, must 
obtain an adequate atiifact assemblage and other forms of information to detennine the 
feature's temporal placement and construction techniques. In addition, historic posts will be 
mapped in plan view, but only a subset may be formally excavated depending upon the 
number encountered and their relationship to other site features. Any posts that are not 
excavated will be hand-probed to assess their overall depth. 

While not expected, should historic m01iuary sites or features be encountered, the remains 
will be mapped and removed in accordance with all procedures and guidelines associated 
with the Illinois Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act (HSRP A, 20 ILCS 3440, 17 IAC 
4170) and detailed in the IT ARP excavation manual (IT ARP 2005). Disposition of the 
human remains and any burial atiifacts will be accomplished under the provisions of the Act. 

In the laboratory, all atiifacts will be washed, cleaned, labeled, and sorted by IT ARP persom1el at 
the approp1iate Survey Division office, following standard IT ARP procedures (IT ARP 2005). 
Botanical, zoological, and historical mate1ials will then be analyzed by IT ARP specialists at the 
University of Illinois or by qualified consultants. 

All archaeological reports resulting from the project will comply with contemporary standards, 
including the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for Final Reports of Data Recovery 
Programs" ( 42-FR-53 77-79). The IT ARP will also insure that all final archeological reports are 
presented in a format acceptable to the Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), 
following Illinois SHPO guidelines on report preparation, and that all such reports are presented 
in a format acceptable to the National Park Service for possible peer review and submission to 
the National Technical Infomrntion Service (NTIS). These reports will be submitted to the 
Illinois DOT and the IHP A in a timely manner after the completion of all field and laboratory 
investigations. 

Curation 
All artifactual materials, records, photographs, and other data associated with this project will be 
curated at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and managed by the IT ARP in 
accordance with federal standards as outlined in 36 CFR, Part 79. 
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